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is shown by his persistence in remaining aboard the battered
Dragon when her survival was thought to be impossible, or by
his dash through the surf at Recife to head the attack upon the
Portuguese redoubt; but in general he was tender of the lives of
his men, and he has been credited with being the first commander
to use lime-juice as an anti-scorbutic. In his relations with his
subordinates he was frank and open, ever ready to explain his
motives and, if necessary, to argue with recalcitrants instead of
silencing them by resort to authority. In most cases, however,
his decisions were accepted without demur, his officers and men
alike trusting implicitly in his judgment and regarding him with
both respect and affection. The reader will not fail to notice that
in all the narratives in the present volume there is not a word
of criticism of Lancaster personally or any questioning of his
capacity as a leader.
Hardly less striking is his modesty. Looking back in his years
of leisure, he may well have felt a pride in his achievements;
yet not only did he refrain from writing any account of them
himself, but there is no hint that he instigated or helped those
who undertook that task. Fortunately, it has been adequately
performed by other pens, and Lancaster's services as a pioneer
of English trade in Eastern waters have been imperishably in-
scribed upon the scroll of fame.